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Oklahoma and Indian Territory 


Statehood Argument and Memorial. 


— 


In puisuance of the call issued for that purpose the single 
statehood convention of Oklahoma and Indian Territory met 1n 
the opera house at South McAlester, I. T., on December 10, 1900, 
the same being constituted of 205 delegates present, 115 from 
Oklahoma and 90 from the Indian Territory. Organization was 
effected by the election of C. E. Castle, of Wagoner, I. T., as 
president and Frank H. Greer of Guthrie, Okla., as secretary. 

The Temporary Chairman, Hon. S. B. Bradford, of Ardmore, 
LT, spoke as follows: 

This day marks a new page in the history of the Indian and 
Oklahoma Territories. Twelve years ago that country now 
within the lines of Oklahoma had scarcely a human habitation. 
Ina few short years under the auspices of the Federal Govern 
ment, that country has been made to bud and blossom as the 
rose. From a reputation as a barren waste, it has astonished 
the world for productiveness, and plenty is the reward of the 
sturdy pioneer whose ambition and courage nerved him for the 
charge. Three hundred and ninety-six thousand industrious, in- 
telligent, thrifty people now populate its hills and valleys, its 
tities, towns, and villages. lt has passed several States in popu- 
altin and wealth; its civilization is composed of the best; and 
its ability to govern is not denied. Twenty-three States, now 
enjoying the blessings of statehood had less people, wealth und 
signs of future greatness than Oklahoma today. 


OUR APPEAL UNHEEDED. 


Through her territorial delegate, she has stood, knocking at 
the door of the Union, but no one heeds the alarm except to say, 
Wait, wait a little while.” She may and will grow in popula- 
ftn.and wealth within the present boundaries. The energies 
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of her people are equal to almost any emergency except to ex 
tend her boundaries. Although territorial government hag 
been extended to her, and the people have some of the blessings 
of self-government, they are not satisfied. They long to bi a 
star in the sisterhood of states, and grace the blue field of the 
flag of the republic. The ambition of her people ıs thwarted by 
the smallness of her area. Although there are States in the 
Federal Union whose area is smaller, my prediction fs that there 
will never be another State so small. The tendency of the age 
is toward greater things, lower rates of interest, and taxation, 

The people of Oklahoma have grown restless under the pres 
ent conditions, and are seeking relief. To the south and east of 
Oklahoma is a goodly land, larger in area, richer in minerals, 
and more populous, with three hundred and ninety-one thousand 
Americian citizens, and ninety thousand American-born «it 
zens, educated people making a population of more than £00,000 - 
with all the impulses of American citizens, who have never had 
the permission of even a temporary organization or to take any 
part in the welfare of the American republic, 


NO LAW FOR PROTECTION. 

In the country of the five tribes are more than fifty thousand 
children of school age, and no schools. We have cities, towns, 
and villages, and little or no law for the protection of the pepu 
lation thereof. We have mills, factories, and mines, and 10. 
roads to reach them. We have rivers to cross au 
no bridges. We have deaf, dumb, blind and insane 
and no asylums. Our cities may be ravaged with fire and there 
is no law that allows us .o protect ourselves. Contagion may 
rage and sweep the people of our towns from the face of the 
earth and the laws are inadequate to offer any protection. Ош 
іпвапе are chained in their lowly cabins'like wild beasts in 
cages; our boys and girls are being educated in crime, and the 
discharged inmates from the peniteniaries of the borderint 
States find an asylum in our midst. The purse strings of the 
government are being drawn tighter against an appeal for assis 
tance ta protect ourselves against the ravages of the criminal 
classes, . 

Appeal after appeal bas been made; delegation after, delega 
tion has been to the seat of government, only to be told to, 
«Wait, wait yet a while” They say to us: “Your population 
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is great, Jour Wealth is suffigent, but your area is too small’ 

The question 18, “Which way shall we go; which way shall we 
tun?’ Within the lies bounded upon the north by Kassas, 
on the east by Arkansas and Missouri, on the south and west by 
that empue of States, the Lone Star of Texas, 18 an empire 18 
population, industry and civilization, 

Amalgmate the two teritones, and bimg forth a state, with 
anullon people, and hundieds of millions in wealth, and room 
for millions more. Unfurl to the breeze the flag of the republic, 
and grace her blue field with the star of Oklaboma. “Wat” 
sav some, “until allotment comes. Keep sacred the treaties 
Let no rude hand be laid upon the Indian government.” Time 
Is required to settle these vast estates. It does not seem as if 
time 18 of the essence of the contract, 1f we are to judge from 
the length of time that has been consumed Why should we 
wait for the a lotment of lands and the pausings of the Indian 
governments before asking for State or Territorial government? 
New York, Michigan, lowa, Kansas, Utah, Colorado, Oregon, 
and other States and Territories, meluding Oklahoma, have. 
Within their lines, Indian governments, and no complications 
exist on account thereof. The fact is, there is less friction 
where each government acts for itself, than where a people are 
forced to live under a government composed of commissions and 
agencies. 

It is a fact patent to all, that there is an inadequacy of gov- 
ernment in the Indian Territory for the protection of rights of 
the non citizen element. The Indian courts and governments 
exercise no control, and furnish no relief for the non-citizen. 
The Indian courts hav» no jurisdiction over the person or prop- 
erty of the non-citizen, and because of the inadequacy of the law 
furnishing relief for the frequent conflicts between individua's, 
there is a constant appeal to the agencies and commissions of 
the government now in the Indian Territory for the purpose 
administering to the Indian government, for relief. . 

If Statehood or Territorial government should be granted to 
the people, then the law making power of the State or territory 
would furnish a relief in the shape of rules of action between 
the non-citizen element of the Territory, and then the commis 
sions in the Indian Territory in the interest of the Government 
to administer to the Indian governments, could devote their en: 
tire time to the cause of their mission. 
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Itasa fact well known to al that the statesmen of the Eas: 
are averse to the organizatinon of a State with an area no larger 
than each of the two territoris If this be true, then the ap 
plication of Oklahoma for Statehood cannot be granted without 
some provision for the annexation of the Indian Territory m the 
future, 

If statehood is to be granted to Oklahoma witi a provision 
for the annexation of the Indian Territory at some future tine, 
it will at once be seen that it will be unsatisfactory to the peo 
ple of the Indian Territory, for the reason that if they are to 
be «a part of the Territory or State of Oklahoma, they should 
have an opportunity to co-operate with Oklahoma 1u the tram 
ing of the constitution and legislation under which thes are to 
be controlled. If it is in the minds of the House of Represeata 
tives and Senate of the United States not to create a State out 
of the Territory of Oklahoma with an area no larger than herr. 
then should Oklahoma oppose the anrexation of the India Tei 
ritory, she stands in the way of her own advancement 

If this be true that the House of Representatives and = ate 
of the United States wi'l refuse to create a state out of th: Ter 
ritory of Oklahoma, and the Indian Territory declines to be å 
part thereof, then the Indian Territory stands in the wa) of her 
advancement. And every man and woman knows that the con 
ditions of the Indian Territory are terrible now, and as tine 
rolls on and the population increases, will become more disas 
trous. 


RELIEF IN UNITED EFFORT. 


It seems to me that the only relief for the people of the two 
Territories is in the shape of united effort. Let application be 
made at once to the Congress of the United States for the orga- 
nization of one state or territory, under one flag, upon such 
terms and at such time as the wisdom of Congress may suggest. 

t is true that Oklahoma, in her organized capacity, controlls 
a vast sum for the purpose of her school and internal improve 
ments. It is true that the lands of the Indian Territory be:ong 
to the Indians, and the Congress of the United States, in her 
treaties, have made no provision for the dedication of any pvr 
tion of this vast Territory for the support of schools or the con- 
struction of internal improvements. And when we say that 
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Congress Should be asked to grant us single statehood о: tel 
torial government under such conditions and at such time as in 
the wisdom of Congress may seem best, we include the proposi- 
tion that there should be an equalization between the two Те 
ritories along the line of public improvements and schools fer 
the children of the people. 

It seems to me that an equalization such as Congiess can 
and will make, would lead the people of the two Territories into 
an amalgamation which would erect one of the grandest State - 
m the Union, and with her million of population. in less than 
five years she would stand forth as one of the leadn g States in 
the Union with a delegation of two seraters ard five Congress- 
men 

The vast agricultural resources of Oklahoma, and the com- 
bined and mineral resources of the Indian Territory would make 
her a State ecual to the best. 

The population of Oklahoma has reached a point where, with- 
cut expansion of her lines, it will not materially increase, while 
itis true that there are vast fields and areas of wild lands in the 
Indian Territory, susceptible of sustaining a large population 
And although it is claimed that Oklahoma, with her taxable 
real estate, together with her personal property will bear bur i 
dens of governmental support, vet I insist that within five vears 
after the organization of the Territory or States, the Indian Тез - 
ritory will exceed her in population and assessable wealth. 

In my judgment a permanent organization should be made a` 
this time, and continued until we are rewarded with an amalga 
mation of the two Tertitories under опе flag. 


THE ОВ L. 


Whereas, It is the judgment of a large ma ority of the peop! 
of Oklahoma and Irdian Territories that-the Union of the two 
Territories into ore State at some future date is! inevitable: 

The Territory of Oklahoma and Indian Terpitory have th. 
160] le and the wealth, the energy and the civilization, to entitic 
them to statehood at once. 

The people of these Territories ave ready for. Union into on: 


State or Territory now. The combined population of the two 
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Territories is not less than 790,000 people; the combined asses — 
able valuation of property is $95,000,000 and the approximate | 
value is $200,000,000 which is more people and more wealth 
than was possessed by any one state when admitted into the ° 
Federal Union; and is more people and more wealth than are 
possessed by some of the States of the Federal Union now. 


The number of children of school age in the combined Темі. - 
tories is in round numbers 200,000, The soil is rich, the climate 
is good, the water is pure, the mineral wealth is inexhaustible 
and comparatively undeve.oped; the people are intelligent and 
industrious — 


The people of the Indian Territory want roads and bridge 
of which they have none; they want the privilege of asylums fur | 
the deaf, the dumb, the blind and insane; they want schools for 
the children; they want to open the mines and develop indus- 
tries; they want laws that will permit them to protect thei 
cities, towns, and villages from the ravages of fire, and the peo- 
ple from the incursion of pestilence and contagion. And above | 
all they desire the inestemable right of self government. 


The combined population of the two Territories want the Ir 
dians of the Five Civitized Trikes given an opportunity to be 
come citizens of the United States, and participate with them i 
making the laws under which they shall both live. 

Let the Commissions,Boards and Agencies of the Federal Gov- 
ernment, sent to the Indian Territory to administer to the Ir- 
dians, perform their duties. . Unite the two Territories into ov | 
Stato or Territory, to the end that the American citizen, 0v0- 
whom the Indian government and courts exercise no control. 
may have a government to look to for the redress of his wrongs 
and heep inviolate the provisions and spirit of the Indian trer 
ties 

Therefore, be it Resolved, that the ultimate Union of Okla 
homa and the Indian Territory under one State government 
inevitable, regardless of the political influences and local agits 
tions. The permanent good of the future state is of vastly 
greater importance than is the temporary good of any section 


` of either of the Territories, and we condemn any policy whicu 


would shape the course of neat choad legislation for local advar 
lage, 
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The problem which now demands the most urgent attention, 
is one as to what course will most speedily and harmoniousiy 
pring about the Union of the two Territories under one govern 
ment, and to those conditions which will best insure the pra 
gress, peace and prosperity of the single State or Territory. 

We believe that the Indian Territory needs and is entitled tv 
some form of selfgovernment at once. When Oklahoma and the 
Indian Territory are united, they should enter the Union at the 
same time, and with the same rights and privileges, for it is 
only through such a course that the harmony and co-operation 
of the people of the two Territories under one State governmert 
can be insured. | 

Ås evidence of the fact that the two Territories are becominys 
homogenius, we point with pride to the opening of the institu 
tions of higher education in the Territory of Oklahoma to Ше 
citizens of the Indian Territory. Therefore, we favor the im- 
mediate Union of the two Territories under a single government. 

As a means of accomplishing the Union of the two Territories, 
under a single government, we would approve the passage of 
an Act by the present session of Congress uniting Oklahoma 
and Indian Territory, the Act to become effective at the earliest 
possible period. 


We urge the enactment of a law at the present session of . 


Congress erecting a single Court of Appeals for the two Terri- 
tories, to be composed of men other than the trial judges. 

In conclusion, we say give us single statehood at such time 
and upon such terms as the Congress of the United States. in 
their wisdom, may choose. 

Inasmuch as Oklahoma has been provided with S aT abisaq res- 
ervations of lands for schools and other public purposes we ask 
that Congress provide by some means, not affecting the land of 
five civilized tribes resources, of a proportionate amount for 
like purposes for the people of the Indian pay, 


PERMANENT SINGLE STATEHOOD COMMITTEE. 


The Ag single statehood committee organized by 
the election of C. Castle, Wagoner, chairman, and F., H. 
Greer, Guthrie, are and treasurer. The chairman was 
empowered to appoint an executive committee, of which the 
chairman and secretary shall be members, 
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The secretary was instructed to have the memorial passed 
_ by the convention and the speech of the temporary chairman, 
S. B. Bradford; printed at once in pamphlet form and sent to 
ull congressmen and senators and to the president and heads of 
departments. 


The permanent single statehood committee is as follows: 
C. E. Castle, Wagoner, chairman. 
F, H, Greer, Guthrie, secretary. 


For Oklahoma:— 

First district: J. B. A. Robertson and H. B. Gillstrap, 
both of Chandler. 

Second district: P. S. Nagle, Kingfisher; Bert Maxwell, 
Yukon. Ж 

Third district; R. Е. Wood, Shawnee; Al Welch, Okla- 
homa City. 

Fourth district: N. F. Johnson, Pawnee; W. B. Gill, Polo. 

Fifth oe J. L. Isenberg, Enid; Robert Ray, Wood- 
ward. 


For Indian Territory :— 

Central district: F. H. Kellog, South McAlester; Albert 
Chambers, Talihina; Charles E. McPherren, Caddo; E. T. Tuck: 
er, Monroe. 

Northern district: Joseph Trentl, Okmulgee; ҮҮ, A. Chase, 
Nowata; Simon Walkingstick, Tahlequah. 

Southern district: A, M. Dawson, Chickasha; T. F. Gaf- 
ford, Sulphur; A. D. Hawk, Purcell; John W, Beard, Ada, 


COMMITTEE TO URGE EARLY CONGRESSIONAL 
ACTION. 


А. committee was selected, as follows, to go to Washington 
to assist Delegate D. T. Flynn in urging upon congress the de- 
sire of the people for immediate statehood: : 

Oklahoma—Governor C. М, Barnes, Guthrie; Freeman E. 
Miller, Stillwater; ©, 9, Jones, Oklahoma City; Al 
ternates, Horace Speed, Guthrie D. C, Lewis, Oklahoma City; 
Lewis Davis, Perry; Indian Territory—S. В.` Bradford, Ard-. 
more; T. C, Humphrey, South McAlester; H. F. Jones, Wag- 
onér; alternates, William Noble, South McAlester; James Park- 
inson, Okmulgee; at large, W. A. Ledbetter, “Ardmore. 


